MINUTES
of the Plenary Meeting of Delegates
XXXIII Ex-Libris Congress

Faculty of Fine Arts, Isik University, Istanbul, Turkey
28 August 2010

The President of FISAE, Professor Hasip Pektas, called the meeting to order at 10:15 hours in the Auditorium, Faculty of Fine Arts, Isik University, Istanbul, Turkey. At his request, Professor Butler presided. Apologies for absence were received from Robert Littlewood (Australia).


Delegations in attendance. Austria (H. Scheffer); New Australian Bookplate Society (M. J. Ferson; Andrew Peake); Belgium (J. Van Peer, M. Baeyens); Bulgaria (O. Karanfilian; Z. Mutafchiev); China Beijing (Zhang); China Hong Kong (Mrs O. Y. Hung, Mr. W. C. Yip); China Shanghai (R. Wang); Czech Republic (K. Urban); Denmark (H. Larsen); Finland Aboensis (T. Piiroinen; A. Kaukonen); Finland Suomen (N. Bengtson; O. Ylonen); France (B. Junod); Germany DEG (Gernot Blum); Germany Pirckheimer (M. Neureiter); Hungary (L. Palastry); Italy (N. Cernetsova; S. Forni); Japan (H. Haneda, I. Uchida); Latvia (N. Chernetsova; E. Saleniece); Mexico (E. Carrasco Gutierrez; D. Mueller); Netherlands (J. van Waterschoot); Romania (O. Petca); Russia (V. Pokatov, L. Shustrova) Russia Vologda (O. Keleynikova; S. Ptukhin); Serbia (R. Ciric); Slovakia (I. Piacka); Spain Catalan (M. Casas); Sweden (K. Rodel); Switzerland (S. Hausherr; A. Stiefel); Taiwan (Mr. Wu); Turkey (H. Pektas); United Kingdom (Peter Ford); United States (J. Keenan; J. Pari-Mueller).


Also in attendance: W. E. Butler (Executive Secretary of FISAE); Benoit Junod (Second Vice President of FISAE).

1. Report on XXXIII (2010) Congress. Professor Pektas reported briefly that 265 persons had registered from thirty-two countries and that the Congress had proceeded very satisfactorily. The Congress had enjoyed welcome support from various organizations and sponsors who were enumerated in the catalogues.

2. Report on Congress Bookplate Exhibitions. The major bookplate exhibition shown as part of the Congress was the traditional exhibition of bookplates designed since the preceding Congress in 2008. These had been juried for quality and mounted at the Faculty of Fine Arts in Istanbul, taking over the entire basement exhibition area. 4,130 bookplates were submitted by 1,282 artists from 43 countries, of which the jury chose 1,282 bookplates for the exhibition. Fifteen prizes, ten certificates of honour, and 26 certificates were awarded. In addition exhibitions were mounted from the personal collections of Ichigoro Uchida (Japan), Heinrich Scheffer (Austria), the Moscow Ex-Libris Museum (L. Shustrova), the Chinese Artists Association (Beijing) and the Shanghai Fu Xian Zhai Ex-libris Society (R. Wang). There was also an exhibition of works by Turkish artists. Photographs from previous congresses were exhibited, and there was a pathbreaking exhibition of early Turkish ex-libris never previously shown. In addition, the Istanbul Ex-Libris Museum and the Istanbul Museum of Graphic Arts held an exhibition of the bookplates and free graphics of the late Bogdan Krsic (Serbia) as part of the Congress. Superb catalogues of all the exhibitions were offered to participants in the congress.

3. XXXIV Congress (2012). The representative of Finland Aboensis confirmed the invitation to hold the next Congress in Naantali, Finland, from 8-13 August 2012. 


The President of FISAE for the period 2010-2012 is Mr. Tauro Piiroinen. Professor Hasip Pektas was elected the First Vice President of FISAE and Professor Liang Dong was elected the Second Vice President.


4. XXXV Congress of FISAE (2014). The Catalan Association of Ex Librists confirmed its invitation to hold the Congress in 2014 at dates to be determined, but during April or May, at Vila-seca (Tarragona), Spain. The invitation of Catalonia was accepted by acclamation. Delegations were reminded that FISAE Congresses must be given priority over national meetings.

5. Membership Applications for FISAE. The Russian National Society of Ex-libris and Graphics Lovers (Vologda), represented in Istanbul by Mr. S. Ptukhin, and the Shanghai Fu Xian Zhai Exlibris Society (China), represented in Istanbul by R. Wang, were accepted for membership in FISAE by acclamation. Based on the existing practice of recognizing societies from the republics of the former Soviet Union as having automatic membership in FISAE, the status of Rigas Exlibristu klubs was clarified as being a member of FISAE.

6. Fourth Computer-Generated Design Competition. The delegates heard a report from Mr. Jack van Peer on the last competition and formally approved his request that a special prize under FISAE auspices be awarded as part of the biennial bookplate design competitions arranged by the Exlibris Museum in Sint Niklaas, Belgium, rather than pursuing the idea of a separate competition.

7. FISAE Web-Site. The FISAE web-site now operates out of Switzerland under the management of Benoit Junod. The site has been redesigned and enlarged. During the past year it received nearly 400,000 hits. The delegates commended Mr. Junod for the excellence of his work. It was agreed that Mr. Scheffer would inquire about the possibility of having the remarkable Austrian bookplate bibliography prepared by Dr. Stock linked to the FISAE website.

8. Model Bookplate Cataloguing Entries and Workshop. There was no Report from Sint-Niklaas on this project, but the Executive Secretary reported that measures to hold a meeting were not successful in London. The question is pending.

9. FISAE Certificates and Medals. The Executive Secretary reported that funds had been donated anonymously for the Udo Ivask Medal. A design had been commissioned from the Russian sculptor, Andrei Zabulaev, and the medal had been manufactured by the St. Petersburg Mint. 100 medals were struck to accompany the 100 certificates printed. Medals had been sent to all previous recipients of certificates who were still alive. During the Congress, a second anonymous donor pledged support for the creation of the Helmer Fogedgaard Medal, to be designed by the same sculptor if possible.

The Executive Secretary reported FISAE Certificates of Honour had been recommended for a number of individuals and institutions since the previous Congress. The Certificates had been designed and printed letterpress by Sebastian Carter of The Rampant Lions Press and the calligraphy had been contributed by Joke van der Brandt and/or Hasip Pektas. The full list of all recipients is maintained on the FISAE web-site. 

10. Enlargement of Scope of FISAE awards for national bookplate activities


The delegates approved adding the following language to the criteria for the Udo Ivask Certificate and 
Medal: “Editorships of national bookplate journals will be con-sidered when the quality of the journal and editorial contribution have been exceptional”.


It was further approved to add the following language to the criteria for the Gianni Mantero Certificate: “Editorships of national bookplate journals that do not fall within the criteria for the Ivask Award may fit into this category”.


11. Addition of Symbol “Phe” to FISAE List of Technical Symbols. A formal proposal was made by Dr. Gernot Blum to consider adding the symbol “Phe” to the FISAE List of Technical Symbols for bookplate design. After discussion, it was decided that the existing category of “C8” would be satisfactory for this purpose; an appeal was made to artists to be diligent, transparent and accurate in their use of technical symbols.

12. Election of Executive Secretary of FISAE. Professor W. E. Butler, who has served in this capacity since the post was created in 1986, was elected to a further six-year term.


13. Provisional Appointment of Executive Coordinator of FISAE. The delegates approved a proposal submitted by the Executive Secretary to appoint Benoit Junod as Executive Coordinator of FISAE to manage the website of FISAE, assist the Executive Secretary in coordinating relations with member societies and with other organizations, and otherwise further the aims of FISAE, the appointment initially being for two years with an appropriate amendment to the FISAE constitutive documents to make the post permanent to be considered at the 2012 Congress.

14. Preparation of FISAE draft model standards or contract for commissioning bookplates. A seminar devoted in part to this subject was held during the Istanbul Congress under the chairmanship of Benoit Junod and the substance of a draft was summarized. In light of the discussion the delegates approved further deliberations to be held on the issue and the existing draft to be polished and either circulated when ready or be submitted to the 2012 Congress for consideration.

15. Affiliation of FISAE with the Fellowship of American Bibliophile Societies (FABS). The delegates approved such an affiliation and authorized the Executive Secretary to submit a letter of application to FABS for such a relationship to be established. FABS is a loose coordinating organization of bibliophile societies in the United 
States (being very similar to FISAE) which accepts foreign associate members. A number of European bibliophile societies have joined in this capacity. There are no financial implications for FISAE. Affiliation would give greater exposure and publicity to our activities among book collectors.


16. Any Other Business. The delegates heard a proposal from the President of the Russian Exlibris Association, Mr. V. Pokatov, to conduct in 2010-2011 an international youth bookplate design competition. Students from throughout Russia and the world up to 26 years of age would be invited to submit bookplate designs in all original graphic forms; a separate category for computer-generated designs would exist. An international jury would select the best entries and an appropriate Congress would be held, perhaps in Moscow, in autumn 2011. The delegates endorsed the proposal that this event be arranged under FISAE auspices and urged all member societies to publicize and support it.

The Delegates expressed their appreciation to Hasip Pektas for organizing such an wonderful Congress.


The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 hours.
Hasip Pektas
President of FISAE

William E. Butler

Executive Secretary, FISAE

